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For You! 


The Parke County Covered 
Bridge Festival is planned by and 
for Parke County people for the 
purpose of acquainting the public 
with our-county—its beauty and 
its resources. Every effort is 
made to prevent commercialism 
in its more tiresome aspects, but 
it is only realistic to recognize that 
tremendous expense is involved. 
Thousands of dollars are spent on 
tent rental, insurance, mainten- 
ance of the Tourist Information 
Center during the year, printing 


of programs, maps, THE 
COVERED BRIDGE COURIER, 
postage and countless other 
things. 


Since the Festival was started 
in 1957, a firm policy has been 
established. All special selling 
during the Festival must be by 
Parke County residents and all 
selling operations not regularly in 
business are to contribute 10 
percent of gross sales to the 


Festival committee to defray 
expenses. 
Most -residents have been 


entirely cooperative. A few have 
not. And a few total strangers 
have taken advantage of our 
visitors and of us by moving in 
during the Festival and establish- 
ing roadside ‘‘stands’’ of all 
sorts. So that we may continue 
the Covered Bridge Festival we 
are providing our own loyal 
supporters with gaudy placards. 
We ask all Festival guests to be 
guided by the placards as you 
enjoy driving along the routes, 
following the signs we have paid 
for and admiring the bridges that 
are maintained by Parke County. 


THE COVERED BRIDGE 
FESTIVAL COMMITTEE 


Tour Map 
Is Very 
Important 


The Festival sponsoring organ- 
ization, Parke County, Inc. is 
annually involved in keeping the 
popular covered bridge tours 
current. Due to bridges under 
repair, changes in the status of 
various roads and problems 
created by natural causes, the 
routes are sometimes in need of 
change. 

Be sure to pick up a FREE 
covered bridge tour map. These 
are available not only at the 
Tourist Information Center and 
Festival Information Booth, but 
also at many festival supporting 
businesses throughout Parke 
County. 

This year, due to recent flood 
damage, the Blue, or Turkey Run 
Tour has been deleted. Several 
concrete bridges and roads were 
washed out when confronted with 
a torrential flash flood. Plans are 
to be prepared to have this tour 
back on the map in 1978. 

When picking up your Tour 
Map, look for the ‘Revised 1977” 
note in the lower right-hand 
corner. KEEP CURRENT. 
Ae Ss ee 

An estimated 300,000 people are 
in Parke County during the 10 
days of the Festival. This as you 
can imagine, can cause a 
tremendous congestion of people 
and vehicles. The Parke County 
Sheriff's Department, in charge 
of traffic control, asks the 
cooperation of all of our visitors 
to make things a little bit easier. 
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October 23 


Covered Bridge Festival 


Here’s the announcement you 
have been waiting for: Parke 
County’s 21st Covered Bridge 
Festival will be held beginning 
Friday, October 14, and ending 
Sunday, October 23. That’s 10 full 
days of activities. (The first 
Festival in 1957 was held on only 
three days of the third weekend.) 

This year is the latest the 
Covered Bridge Festival can be 
held—last year’s was the earliest. 
Since the peak of autumnal colors 
always comes within the second 
and third weekends, our guests 
who come this year are assured 
they will see Parke County at its 
beauty best. Our plethora of 
hardwood trees is just one of the 
features of the Covered Bridge 
Festival that have made it so 
popular and successful. 

The basic plan of the Festival, 
which has never been and never 
will be changed, features history. 
The crafts, costumes, and foods 
(and architecture at Billie Creek 
Village) are from that period of 
years when our 35 covered 
bridges were built. The Festival is 
NOT a carnival-type thing. Go 
somewhere else if that’s what you 
crave. Above all, the plan 
ncludes freedom from com- 
mercialism. You don’t have to pay 
to see our beautiful scenery or our 
wonderful old covered bridges. 
(We do have an admission charge 
of $2.00 and 75 cents to Billie 
Creek Village and you'll agree 
that’s a bargain.) 

When the subject of covered 
bridges comes up most people 
think of New England, but right 
here in the Middlewest is the 
greatest concentration of covered 
bridges in the USA. Parke 
County is the No. 1 county in 
number of covered bridges—not 
because we built more than any 
other county, but that we have 
done a better job of preserving 
ours. Credit for that belongs to 
the Covered Bridge Festival with 
the cooperation of our county 
Officials. 

Actually the sole purpose and 
reason for the Covered Bridge 
Festival was two-fold: to share 
with others these wonderful and 


beautiful structures and to 
preserve them for future genera- 
tions. It has always been our 
policy to give our covered bridges 
top priority on any profits from 
the Covered Bridge Festival ana 
Maple Fair. Over the years we 
have spent many, many 
thousands of dollars in repairing 
and preserving them. 

The Covered Bridge Festival as 
a tourist attraction is unique in 
another respect. It is not owned 
by a corporation or individual out 
to make a fast buck. The citizens 
of Parke County organized 
themselves into Parke County, 
Inc., a non-profit corporation. 
And, believe it or not, it takes 
about 1,000 of our citizens to 
participate directly or indirectly in 
the activities of the Covered 
Bridge Festival, Maple Fair and 
Billie Creek Village. Not only 
that, practically all of them 
volunteer their time and labor. 
Being volunteers and not 
professionals we are bound to 
make mistakes, so we ask you to 
be as tolerant as you can. Over 
the years we have had many 
problems such as traffic jams, 
people have left Parke County 
hungry, difficulty in getting 
enough local people to cooperate, 
etc. These have been solved 
satisfactorily. Our latest problem 
has been insufficient toilet 
facilities, and we hope that the 
improvements that have been 
made will take care of that this 


year. 
On other pages of this issue of 
THE COVERED BRIDGE 


COURIER you wil! find descrip- 
tions of the major features of the 
Covered Bridge Festival, such as 
Billie Creek Village, the bus tours 
on the four marked routes, the 
headquarters tent in Rockville, 
the activities in other county 
towns, in the Rockville theater, 
the color slide lecture also in the 
theater, photograph contest, 
meals and food, Sunday morning 
hymn sing, Senior Citizens 
Have-a-Rest Tent, art show, 
antique show, Parke County 
museum, scarecrow contest, 
shuttle wagon service, etc. 


Probably nowhere in the state 
of Indiana are there so many 
facilities for campers and trailers 
as there are here in Parke County 
including Turkey Run and Shades 
State parks, Raccoon Lake State 
Recreation Area, Rockville Lake 
Park, 4-H Fairgrounds, municipal 
parks in some of the county 
towns, and also several private 
camping grounds. 

In addition to the Covered 
Bridge Festival in October and 
the Maple Fair in February and 
March, Billie Creek Village is 
open all during the summer 


tourist season with special 
programs cach month which are 
described in the center pages of 
this issue; two swimming pools - 
Rockville and Turkey Run State 
Park, a 9-hole golf course and in 
the two lakes and three major 
creeks the fishing is excellent. 

Be sure and bring your children 
to the Covered Bridge Festival. 
Not only are they entertained but 
they learn how their forefathers 
lived and worked. 

We hope we'll be secing you on 
at least one of the 10 days be- 
tween October 14 and 23. 


The Red Bridge - 


Gone Not Forgotten 


The Red Bridge Built in 1880 
Burned October 1976 

The concerted effort to 
preserve Parke County’s covered 
bridges was dealt a hard blow 
during last year’s Covered Bridge 
Festival. The Red Bridge was 
totally destroyed by arsonists. 
Three men from a neighboring 
county were apprehended before 
the festival had concluded. The 
three had been ‘‘out drinking and 
raising .” They made two 
attempts on this bridge in the 
same evening. The Rosedale Fire 
Department completely ex- 
tinguished the first fire with no 
real damage caused to the bridge. 
The culprits, however, apparently 
watched from a nearby vantage 
point. They struck quickly to 
rekindle the bridge and made the 
second effort a holocaust for this 
historic structure. 

The arsonists are now serving 
jail terms of 1-10 years. A reward 
of $1,064.83 was paid to an 
informant. This money was paid 
from an arson reward trust that 
was established several years 
earlier by William Hargrave. Mr. 
Hargrave established this reward 
fund as a result of the very first 
arson attempt on this same 
covered bridge. Mr. Hargrave is 
one of the founding fathers of the 


Covered Bridge Festival, and has 
served on the Board of Directors 
since the first Festival. It is with 
his foresight and concern that this 
reward was possible, which in 
turn did help expedite the arrest 
and conviction of the arsonists. 
There doesn’t scem to be an 
adequate way to memorialize the 
loss of the Red Covered Bridge. 
Many of the county has discussed 
the possibility of reconstructing 
the bridge, but the historic 
significance of this double span 
structure can not be reproduced. 
We mourn the loss of this bridge 
and hope and pray that the same 
type of loss never occurs again. 
Due to changes in highways 
and routes chosen, the following 


may not be exact, but are 
reasonably accurate distances 
from Rockville: 

TOWN Miles 
Chicago anan A. Sota. hg 150 
Cincinnati. se ki na kh <5 175 
Bloomington, IN............. 72 
Danville, IL . mal i Pegs 48 
Evansville” «0% 3.5 she 132 
Ft. Wayne... ..... .. 983 Poi 164 
Indianapolis ................ SS 
Louisville Sc... ni Aa nines 155 
St LOUIS ey ao cavans; e r e 187 
Terre Haute .........6...005 24 
Urbana-Champaign .......... 82 
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THE COVERED BRIDGE COURIER 


Food - You Will 
Find Plenty Here 


In the early years of the 
Covered Bridge Festival the 
attendance grew faster than our 
facilities to provide food for our 
guests. We heard of people who 
left Parke County hungry after 
attending the Festival. 

Not so now. 

Actually, food is one of the 
most popular features of the 
Covered Bridge Festival. 

Every day of the Festival the 
committee’s Covered Bridge 
Kitchen will be in operation. It 
was built by the Covered Bridge 
Association to comply with all 
sanitary regulations. Food is 
served from two sides. It will be 
located on the south side of the 
square, adjacent to the dining 
tent with picnic tables. 

On the two Saturdays and two 
Sundays of the Festival members 
of the Rosedale American Legion 
serve a barbecued chicken dinner 
on the street south of the 
courthouse. Their grill is a 
half-block long and to see them 
turning and basting these 
tempting fowls is a sight worth 
seeing. The halved broilers with 
customary extras make a wonder- 
ful meal. 

A tradition of the Covered 
Bridge Festival is the pancake 
breakfast. It is now served in the 
Community Building at the 4-H 
Fairgrounds. On both Sunday 
mornings, men of Rockville 
Rotary Club prepare pancakes, 
served with genuine maple syrup, 
sausage and coffee. The dining 
room is ‘‘manned” by members 
of Estabrook Chapter DAR. 
Hours are from 6:00 to 10:00 a.m. 

Another tradition of the 
Festival is the Early Activities. 
Members of local organizations, 
suitably costumed, serve a wide 
variety of delicious foods. Their 
stands are crude shacks located in 
the west and south areas of the 


courthouse yard. At the ‘‘Beans 
on Wash Day” stand are several 
huge black kettles in which beans 
and ham are simmering. Served 
with fresh home baked corn- 
bread, it makes a delicious meal. 
Other foods served in the Early 
Activities include persimmon and 
vanilla ice cream, whole hog 
sausage, fried apple pies, ‘‘riz’’ 
crullers, cinnamon delights, 
apple butter, smoked cured hams 
and bacon, corn on the cob, and 
gingerbread. At another stand 
hot biscuits are served right out of 
the oven, and there’s more! 

The Rockville Elks’ barbecued 
pork chops make a tasty meal. 

There are food stands on all 
four of the covered bridge marked 
routes not to mention the 
restaurants and drive-ins in 
Rockville and the other towns of 
the county which are on the 
bridge routes. 


Antique Show 


Parke County Covered Bridge 
Antique Show and Sale is one of 
the events during the 10 days of 
the Festival that is awaited by 
many residents and visitors to the 
county. 

Combined with a touch of 
nostalgia and recent collectibles, 
the show will have many dealers 
from Indiana and other states. 
Here you may expect to find 
period furniture, art glass and 
clocks. 

The show is open October 14, 
15, and 16; October 21, 22, and 23 
between 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays, the show closes at 5:00 
p.m. Admission is $1.25. The 
show will be held at the 4-H 
Fairgrounds Commercial Build- 
ing, 1% miles north of Rockville 
on US 41. 


Bridges - The Prima Donnas 


Of course, our 35 covered 
bridges are the prima donnas of 
the show and only reason for 
having a Festival in the first 
place. Practically all have Burr 
arches, but each in its setting is a 
distinct individual and you will 
want to see as many of them as 
possible. You'll have to go to our 
golf course to see one of them, 
but all the rest are located to carry 
traffic across streams; or did so 
before being retired and replaced 
by modern concrete bridges. 

Since the covered bridges are 
scattered all over the county, four 
routes—Yellow, Brown, Black, 
and Red—approximately 25-35 
miles long and from 4 to 6 bridges 
have been marked with metal 
signs. When you register you will 
be given a county map showing 
the routes and the bridges with 
their number, name, date built 
and the stream crossed. Look for 
the ‘‘Revised 1977’’ note in the 
lower right corner of the map. 

All four routes start and end on 
the public square in Rockville. As 
you drive along these routes 
during Festival time, you will 
enjoy not only the scenic views 
and magnificent fall coloring that 
surround the bridges, but many 
find extra diversion in the 
amazing scarecrows put up by 
residents along the routes. 

Each route goes through one or 
more of the towns and villages of 
the county where you may see a 
variety of activities going on. You 
will probably see boys selling 
buckeyes or nuts, a woman with 
jars of piccalilli, or an artist trying 
to catch the sunlight on a crimson 
tree. 

When strangers visit Parke 
County and receive a map 
showing the four marked routes 
that take them to see the covered 
bridges, most of them ask, 
“Which is the best?” 

It is a question without an 
answer. The routes were planned 
by people familiar with the roads 


and appreciative of scenery at all 


times of the year. Guests who 
take conducted tours will receive 
all sorts of information which 
varies, depending on which tour 
they take. 

This year the Festival Commit- 
tee is placing community names 
along with the traditional color 
codes in titling the covered bridge 
tours. For example, the tours will 
more readily answer the question 
of ‘‘which route does one take to 
get to Mansfield?” The answer 
now quite obviously is to take the 
Mansfield Route. With this 
explanation, listed below are the 
four tours of covered bridges, 
villages, scenery, and other 
points of interest to select from: 


Yellow - West Union and 
Bloomingdale 

Aside from the four covered 
bridges and beautiful scenery, 
there are other points of interest 
along the way. The 
county’s longest bridge is found 
on this route. The route passes 
the boyhood home of ‘Uncle 
Joe” Cannon, U.S. Speaker of the 
House; site of the Bloomingdale 
Academy and past the beautiful 
Friends Meeting House situated 
in a beech grove in Bloomingdale. 


Brown - Montezuma and Mecca 

This is the shortest tour, but 
fully packed with activity. There 
are four covered bridges and 
plenty of Parke County history. 
Remains of the Wabash and Erie 
Canal in Montezuma, a restored 
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one-room school house in Mecca, 
and a crossing of Big Raccoon 
Creek that flows northward 
beneath the covered bridge at 
Mecca are a few of the highlights 
on this tour. 

Montezuma and Mecca towns- 
folk have arranged for their 
exhibit to include an offering of 
many hand crafted items and food 
choices. Montezuma is especially 
noted for the pig roast. 


Red - Bridgeton and Rosedale 

Both of these communities are 
proud of the amount of festival 
activity they offer. Bridgeton, 
coined as a mill town, boasts not 
only a variety of craft demon- 
strations, but also of a covered 
bridge. While in Rosedale the 
Civic Center presents one of the 
finest examples of how people 
work together for a successful 
event. Crafts, demonstrations, 
antiques and food are a few of the 
finds here. 

Six covered bridges in all as 
you travel this tour. 


Black - Mansfield 

A highly popular area of Parke 
County includes the old mill town 
of Mansfield. This tour also takes 
its travelers across the lake dam, 
through the colorful countryside 
around Rocky Fork, and a visit of 
four covered bridges. 

The Mansfield complex of the 
old mill, crafts, the covered 
bridge, and extra festival activity 
make this a tour well worth while. 


Headquarters - Here’s What To Look For 


. Housing 


. First Aid 

. Covered Bridge Tours 
. Soup Beans 

. Homemade Ice Cream 
. Sausage Sandwich 

. Fried Apple Pies 

. Crullers 

10. Apple Cider 


WOOAIAKHAWN = 


11. Ham on Homemade Bread 


12. Sassafras Tea 

13. Cinnamon Delight 

14. Smoke House 

15. Hot Biscuits & Gravy 
16. Lemonade Stand 

17. Barbecued Chicken 

18. Senior Citizens 

19. Covered Bridge Kitchen 
20. Dining Tent 

21. Shuttle Wagon 

22. Broom Shop 

23. Gingerbread House 

24. Corn-on-the-Cob 

25. Pork Chops 

26. Beef Barbecue 

27. Beef & Vegetable Stew 
28. Apple Butter 

29. Farmer’s Market 

30. Horse & Wagon Ride 


31. Covered Bridge Art Associa- 


tion 
32. Ladies’ Room 
33. Men’s Room 
34. Restrooms 
35. Photo Exhibit 
36. Ritz Theater 


. Registration & Information 
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MONTEZUMA 

Activities during the Covered 
Bridge Festival at Montezuma 
will be colorful and varied. The 
big pig roast is the special 
attraction on Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday. An array of enter- 
tainment has been arranged for 
the weekends. 

Aside from the specially 
planned program, there is an 
opportunity to ride on an antique 
fire truck, visit the large Farmer’s 
Market, and browse through the 
other exhibits that will be 
present. 

Incidentally, the- Community 
Center will house the main 
program, as well as serving as the 
center point of all activity. Food 
will be available every day for 
tourists. 

Special arrangements for 
campers may be made at Reeder 
Park on the banks of the Wabash. 
A tennis court and playground 
equipment at the park are 
available for all visitors. Reserva- 
tions may be made for camping 
by contacting Mrs. Paul Zach- 
man, (317) 245-2644 in Monte- 
zuma on the Brown Route. 

MECCA 

Visitors to Mecca, located on 
the Brown Route, will also find a 
restored one-room school house. 
The school was moved board-by- 
board to its present location near 
the covered bridge and attracts 
attention as a genuine example of 
how education was administered 
in the ‘‘good old days.” 

School will be in session each of 
the regular weekdays of the 
Festival including the first 
Friday, October 14. The school 
building is 103 years old this year. 
The Mecca Historical Society 
sponsored its relocation and has 
served thousands of meals to 
organizations to help pay for it. 

They will be serving food 
during the entire ten days of the 
Festival with a menu of 
sandwiches, pie, beans, and 
drinks next to the school: 
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Nearly Every Town In Festival 


Also, nearby is a genuine 
witched well, hand dug and 
approved by the State Board of 
Health. (A ‘‘witched’’ well means 
it was located by a water witch!) 

The Mecca Christian Church 
Ladies Aid will have the Country 
Store offering various home-made 
products and home grown 
produce. 

The last Saturday of the 
Covered Bridge Festival will be 
homecoming day for all those 
from Mecca. 

MANSFIELD 

This Covered Bridge Route 
leads to one of the beauty 
spots of Parke County. The 
two-span covered bridge is the 
oldest still in use in the county. 
The Mansfield Roller Mill is 
another tourist attraction and is 
open during the Festival. 

The old General Store has been 
recognized by the State Historical 
Society as the second oldest 
business in the State still 
operating in the original building. 
The business has been owned and 
operated by the same family for 
131 years. 

Mansfield offers much in scenic 
beauty and early history of Parke 
County. During the Festival many 
people sell their crafts and goods 
along the main street and there is 
plenty of good country food. 

Sunday morning services are 
planned in the old Church this 
year, and on both Saturday and 
Sunday an afternoon band concert 
is offered to our visitors. 

ROSEDALE 

Rosedale is located in south- 
west Parke County, just five miles 
east of US 41 on the Red Route. 
Rosedale was named for 
Chauncey Rose who built the first 
grain mill near here. Rose 
Hulman Institute of Technology 
in Terre Haute also bears the 
name of our well-known 
philanthropist. 

Come eat and shop in comfort 
in our Civic Center. A complete 
meal or sandwiches and snacks 


The Scarecrow Contest 


Where else but in Parke County 
will you find a Scarecrow Show 
and such a concentration of scare- 
scrows? This is just another 
reason the Covered Bridge 
Festival has won such wide 
acclaim and why it is so different 
from other festivals. These are 
not mine run shirt-on-a-stick 
scarecrows, either. All along the 
four marked Covered Bridge 
Routes, in villages and around the 
public square in Rockville, 


strange effigies leer and smirk at 
passersby, have their pictures 
taken, and possibly, scare a few 
birds. 


The Scarecrow Show is a 
contest among the residents of 
the county and visitors are 
judges. Be sure to get a ballot 
before taking one of the Covered 
Bridge Routes and vote for the 
scarecrow of your choice. 


will be served. Antiques, 
paintings, stained glass, quilting, 
wrought iron, and many hand 
crafted items will be available. 
Chair caning will be demon- 
strated by John Seville, as in past 
years. 


BLOOMINGDALE 

The beautiful and historic 
Friends Church in Bloomingdale, 
built in 1865, holds open house 
during the Covered Bridge 
Festival, with members acting as 
hosts to guests. 

There is on display a variety of 
old record books, dating back to 
1836, also pictures of Friends 
Bloomingdale Academy, which 
for many years was the leading 
educational institution of this 
area. 

They offer reproductions of an 
original 1899 special edition of the 
ROCKVILLE TRIBUNE. 

Located in the center of town in 
a beautiful beech grove, the 
members welcome all Covered 
Bridge Festival guests. A large 
sign indicates when the building 
is open. 


BRIDGETON 

Bridgeton, on the Red Route, 
has many shops on her Main 
Street offering a variety of crafts 
and idgas. 

The Palette Art Studio, 
featuring original oil paintings by 
three area artists, is a permanent 
business in Bridgeton. This 
studio is open from April through 
December, or by appointment the 
rest of the year. Artists Delores 
Collings, Louise Michael, and 
Lois Sciotto will be painting at 
their easels. Numerous paintings 
are displayed for sale, depicting 
lively landscapes, covered 
bridges, barns, etc. 

Stop in at the Pottery Shop for a 
bit of the old and the new as pots 
are being shaped on a wheel by 
hand in the old tradition. 

The Little Red Drum Gift Shop 
is in its fourth year, and has 
added many new hand crafted 
items. Visitors to the festival will 
find this old land mark very 
interesting. The Little Red Drum 
will be open from April 1 to 
December 30 and also for the 
Maple Fair. They have many 
antiques, toys, paintings, hand 
crafted items, etc. Be sure to see 
this different shop. 

Bartley’s Garage is an antique 
and junk shop. Stop and browse! 
Antiques, old tools, collectibles, 
and junk. Open year ’round. 

The Bridgeton Country Store 
will be open as always with old- 
fashioned products. Treat your- 
self to a cheese wedge from the 
old cheese cutter, or select your 
own pickle from the very popular 
old pickle barrel. Be sure to 
browse through their gift shop 
too. 

The Bridgeton Mill dates back 
to 1823, and still grinds corn meal 
and flour on the old Burr Stones. 
There is also a fine assortment of 
hand crafted gifts by local crafts 
men and women. 

Be sure to look for the Boy 
Scouts Ice Cream Shack, featur- 
ing home made ice cream. 


Wilson’s Gift Shop is on the 
corner of Main Street by the 
covered bridge. China painting is 
a feature here. 

There will be a food service 
presented by the volunteer 
firemen in the fire house. 

Unique Old Fashion Bakery 
specializing in homemade bread, 
homemade ice cream and maple 
syrup from the Mackison Maple 
Camp. A special emphasis on 
natural foods is found here. In 
cold weather we will be baking on 
our wood stove - come and watch! 


In the woods... 
or on the street, 
Help keep 
America 
looking neat! 
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Frying Chickens...By The Thousands 


Covered Bridge Festival 
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Quilters Will Display Wares 


Parke County Quilters will have 
a quilt show at the Community 
Center in Rockville (across from 
the Opera House) from 9:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. during the Festival. 
Besides beautiful quilts to look at, 
there will be demonstrations of 
quilting. The traditional way in 
quilt frames, the more modern 
quilt-as-you-go methods, and the 
Cathedral Windows quilt will be 
shown. The quilters will have 


quilt books, patterns and 
information about where you can 
buy these materials. Several 
ladies will be there at all times to 
answer questions. 

Parke County Quilters was 
organized one year ago and is 
open to anyone in Parke County. 
The organization meets twice 4 
month on the first and third 
Tuesdays at the Community 
Center. 
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The Farmstead: At The Vilag 


Since its opening in 1972, Billie 
Creek Village has become one of 
the better known attractions in 
the midwest. Being primarily an 
educational project, a visit to the 
Village makes an ideal family 
outing enjoyed by children, 
parents and grandparents. 
Located one mile east of Rockville 
on US 36, the Village is easy to 
find, parking space is plentiful 
and the admission fee is nominal. 
When the visitor has crossed the 
footbridge over Billie Creek and 
strolled up the path into the 
precincts of the Village, he finds 
himself in another era. 

The Village represents the 
period called ‘‘Turn of the 
Century” when life was still 
placid. The calendar has been 
turned back. Most of the 
buildings have been moved to this 
site and each is of special 
interest, both architecturally and 
for the function it served. Most of 
the buildings have artisans busily 
at work demonstrating some of 
the handcrafts and other activities 
that were part of community 
living 75 years ago. 


Always Growing 


Billie Creek Village is many 
things to many people. Some 
enjoy the wide range of crafts 


1978 Schedule 
February 25 and 26, March 4 
and 5, Maple Fair. 

Month of May - School Days in 
May. By appointment only. 
June 10-11, Art Show in 
Covered Bridge. 

June 24-25, Civil War Days. 
July 4 - Free ice cream and 
cake for our nation’s birthday. 
July 21, 22, 23, Steam Harvest 
Days. Art Show in the Covered 
Bridge. 

August 12. State and In- 
vitational Rail Splitting 
Contest. 

September 16, Fiddling 
Contest. Art Show in the 
Covered Bridge. 

October 13-22, Covered Bridge 
Festival. 

Billie Creek is open to the 
public Memorial Day to Labor 
Day, Thursday thru Sunday, 
12 to 5:00 p.m. 

Holders of season passes 
will be notified of changes of 
scheduled events. 


demonstrations, or thevarjety of 
hand-made products at the 
various shops, or the extent of 
architecture that represents the 
theme period that can be seen. 
However, one of the greatest 
treats to the majority is the 
constant growth of the Village. 

The farmstead was dedicated 
during 1976, but is even more 
complete now. The farm house 
looks much more ‘‘homey’’ with 
the addition of paint, grass, 
flowers and trees outside and 
more furnishings and activity 
inside. 

Even the farm animals are 
cooperating! A new calf was born 
the last of August and baby pigs 
are expected to arrive in early 
October. Be sure to check out the 
hen house and old log barn while 
at the farmstead. 

All visitors will be certain to 
notice another new structure 
located on the east side of the 
Village commons. A miller’s 
building boasts not only a popular 
demonstration and useful pro- 
duct, but also a set of sounds. The 
one cylinder engine powering the 
stone burr mill produces a very 
distinctive noise. Of course, the 
variety of flours and meals is a 
very interesting and practical 
aspect of this operation. 


Old Fashioned Convenience 


Take a ride from the Village to 
the farm on the shuttle wagon 
pulled by a team of horses. No 
charge for this service, but be 
patient—it is the ‘‘most modern 
and latest thing” in transporta- 
tion on the scene. 


Folk Craft Demonstrations 


The life of the Vilage and 
farmstead are the many demon- 
strations. Rugs are woven on & 
foot-powered loom, the black- 
smith hammers musically on his 
anvil beside the forge, candles 
are dipped, the soap maker heats 
her iron kettle over an open fire, 
pottery is made on a wheel, 
brooms are sewn by hand. The 
bread baked at the Vilage is 
made from flour ground right 
there. Rails are being split, hand 
bills printed, meals and flours 
ground, animals that need petting 
and sorghum being squeezed and 
cooked, and a few surprises. 
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Pepalar Places 


You can meet most all of your 
friends at the General Store. 
Gather around the old pot-bellied 
stove, browse around for a 
particular item, or just plain 
gossip while visiting the Village. 
Of course, much of the more 
serious talk takes place at the 
Blacksmith Shop located just 
behind the General! Store. And 
there’s a good bit of information 
exchanged just around the corner 
at the Livery Barn. 

The trade mark of the Village is 
the one-room School House. A 
center for forma! education 
complete with the bush just 
outside that was often pruned 
hurriedly in the pursuit of main- 
taining the proper line of 
authority. 

Taking full pleasure of a slower 
pace, a visit to the Log Cabin to 


witness spinning and weaving is 
relaxing. Continuing in the same 
manner the dipping of tapers at 
Governor Wright’s House reveals 
yet another craft of the 
self-sufficient earlier American. 
There truly is much more to see 
and do at Billie Creek Village and 
at the farmstead. The aroma of 
bread baking or sorghum being 
cooked, the beauty of a colorful 
fall day all converge upon one 
during a Parke County fall day. 


Food 

Yes—there are a variety of food 
offerings at the Village. The 
Chautauqua serves as a refresh- 
ment stand. Other ‘‘shacks’’ are 
located along the road to the farm 
serving their specialties. Apple 
butter will be cooking at the 
farmstead, there’s a cracker jack 
shop, a number of goodies in the 
General Store, and the list goes 


Pass Is Now Available 


A special pass to Billie Creek 
Village is available again this year 
for festival goers. The festival 
pass costs only $5 and will entitle 
a family admission to the Village 
any time during the Covered 
Bridge Festival. The definition of 
family refers to i.e., Mom, Dad, 
and Kids. This particular family 
pass was offered for the first time 
last year and proved to be a very 
popular addition. 


There are many more things to 
see at the Village this year, so be 
certain to buy your family pass to 
Billie Creek Village at all points of 
admission. 

Another money saving op- 
portunity for admission to Billie 
Creek Village is ride the shuttle 
wagon. All adults riding the 
shuttle wagon round trip from the 
square in Rockville are eligible for 
a 50 cent reduction from the 
normal $2.00 admission charge. 


Steam Harvest 
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Parke County’s Maple Fair Keeps On Growing! 


The 1978 Parke County Maple 
Fair will be held as in the past on 
Saturday and Sunday of the last 
weekend in February and the 
same days on the first weekend in 
March. The dates are February 
25-26 and March 4-5. This will be 
the {Sth Maple Fair. The 
attendance will never equal that 
of the Covered Bridge Festival, 
but in its 14 years it has grown 
faster than the Festival did. Of 
course, it is held on only four days 
while the Festival is held on 10. 

Actually, February and March 
are not in the tourist season in the 
Middlewest, but after spending 
the winter staring at the idiot box 
and attending basketball games, 
a lot of people are rarin’ to get up 
and GO. And the Maple Fair is 
the very first event on the year’s 
calendar. 

The weather on these dates? 
You name it—we’ll probably have 
it. We've had everything in the 
book from raging blizzards to 
balmy spring days. Some hardy 
folks have come through blizzards 
only to find we had cancelled the 
activities. We'll never do that 
again. So come, whatever the 
weather may be, and above all 
bring your boots—there may be 
snow but most likely there will be 
mud at the sugar camps. 

Of course, we'd prefer to hold 
the Maple Fair later in the spring, 
but the old-time maple syrup 
producers tell us the sugar water 
(not sap) runs at the peak 
between these dates. The time it 
runs and how much depends on 
the weather, but making maple 
syrup is what the Maple Fair is all 
about. 

Headquarters of the Maple Fair 
are at the 4-H Fairgrounds, a mile 
north of Rockville on US 41. From 
there buses tour two routes to 
sugar camps—north and east. 
The routes are marked and guests 
can drive their own cars. 
Informed guides are on each bus. 

But there is more to do and see 
at the Maple Fair than to go to the 
sugar camps. Like the Covered 
Bridge Festival it is entertaining, 
historical and educational. 

Several years ago Billie Creek 
Village was opened and by that 
time the activities of the Maple 
Fair had outgrown the facilities of 
the 4-H Fairgrounds, so now the 
activities are in two locations. 
Entrance fee at the Village is 
$2.00 and 75 cents. 

Activities at the Fairgrounds - 
The Home Folk’s Market at the 
Maple Fair is a smaller version of 
the Farmer’s Market of the 
Covered Bridge Festival. It will 
be in the Commercial Building at 
the Fairgrounds. 

Maple products dominate the 
display. Syrup may be found in 
every size container from cute 
little jugs to gallon tins. Then 
there is maple sugar, maple 
cream, maple candy, maple 
cookies, maple pies and more, 
depending on how much the trees 
have run before Maple Fair time. 
But Maple products are far from 
all. There will be piles of needle- 
work of all kinds; jams and jellies 
(plenty of corn cob jelly, too); 
original souvenirs, locally made; 
articles made from wood and corn 
husks; and hand made knit nose 
warmers which you may need if 
the mercury falls. There will be 
honey and eggs and pottery. And, 
as usual, a lot more things 
besides. 

Pancake Meal - In the 
Community Building, pancakes 
with pure maple syrup, creamery 
butter and whole hog sausage (all 
the pancakes you can eat) will be 
served all day beginning at 8:00 
a.m. on Saturday and Sunday of 
both weekends. Quite a few 
people do not know what ‘‘whole 
fing sausage is. Since it is 
almost never available in 
markets, this is not surprising. It 
is moc a mysterious product, it is 
simply sausage made from the 
entra: meat output of the porker. 

Hs; Butchering Modern 
mecnanized farming has seen the 
disappearance of some of the old 
‘ime farm chores such as hog 
caichering, but some Parke 


County farmers still butcher their 


own hogs because they prefer it to 
the ‘‘boughten”’ stuff the rest of 
us have to be content with. We 
doubt there is any place in the 
U.S. where you can see this 
ancient operation except at Parke 
County’s Maple Fair. 

Starting around 8:00 a.m., on 
Saturdays only, Shirley Brown 
supervises a group of helpers as 
they perform this fast disappear- 
ing operation. The preliminaries 
will have been taken care of hours 
before, but those who arrive early 
at the Maple Fair can see them 
scald the hog, scrape the bristles 
and carve the porker into the 
usual cuts. In the meantime, the 
lard is being rendered in big black 
kettles. The work continues for 
the better part of the morning 
and, repeat, this is only on 
Saturday mornings. 

Art Exhibit - The art exhibit of 
the Covered Bridge Art Associa- 
tion will take up almost all of the 
north half of the Community 
Building. Most of the artists will 
be busy at their easels all day on 
Saturday and Sunday. 

There was an art exhibit at the 
first Covered Bridge Festival in 


1957 and it has been one of the . 


most popular features of the 
Festival ever since. Of course, 
there has been an art exhibit at all 
of the Maple Fairs, but not until 
late years did it become such an 
outstanding feature of the Maple 
Fair. 

At the Village - The 
demonstrations of handcrafts are 
all located in Billie Creek Village, 
a mile east of Rockville on U.S. 
36. Broom making, black- 
smithing, candle making, spin- 
ning, weaving and other crafts 
will be demonstrated each day. 
Visits to the general store, one 
room school, livery barn and 
other restored turn of the century 
buildings are enjoyable for all the 
family. The Village’s ‘‘turn of the 
century?’ farm will be in 
operation. 

Evening Entertainment - On 
both Friday and Saturday 
evenings, Parke Players, Inc., an 
organization’ formed four years 
ago, will perform on stage at the 
Rockville theater. Their melo- 
dramas have become one of the 
outstanding features of the 
Covered Bridge Festival. 


A Rodeo? 


In Parke 
County ?? 


‘Ihe Indiana High School Rodeo 
will be held Saturday, October 15, 
and Sunday, October 16, at 11:00 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m. each day, rain 
or shine, at the Parke County 4-H 
Fairgrounds. Admission will be 
$3.00 for adults (18 years and 
older), and $1.50 for students (6 
years-17 years) children 5 years 
and under are admitted free. 
Good food, soft drinks, and coffee 
will be available. Sponsored by 
I.H.S.R.A. Inc., Parke County 
District. 

The purpose of the Indiana 
High School Rodeo Association is 
to promote high school rodeoing 
on a state scale, encourage 
sportsmanship and increase and 
maintain interest of the high 
school student in rodeos and 
other functions of the state and 
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Annual Art Exhibit At Bridge 
Festival Grows In Popularity 


No feature of the Covered 
Bridge Festival has been more 
popular than the art exhibit in the 
corridors of the courthouse. This 
has been a feature of the Festival 
since the first.one in 1957. 

Sponsors of this show, the 
Covered Bridge Art Association, 
have been seriously handicapped 
in the past by lack of space, 
problems in lighting and enough 
personnel to do justice to the 
exhibit. 

In 1976 the Covered Bridge Art 
Association became the proud 
owners of their first Art Gallery. 
The Gallery is located one block 
south of the square on Market 
Street. Remodeling efforts have 
taken place since last year making 
this a very enjoyable exhibit to 
visit. Festival goers are en- 
couraged to browse through the 
courthouse corridors and also 
visit with the artisans at the 
Gallery. 

In addition to the corridors of 
the courthouse and the Gallery, 
there will be some on the covered 
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bridge routes. Thus, one can 
easily conclude that the members 
of the Covered Bridge Art 
Association are very active and 
truly represent the entire county. 

From previous experience, the 
Art Association expects no 
change in the overall quality of 
the exhibit and is confident that 


spectators will be better able to 
enjoy the show. Pictures to be 
displayed will be in all media, 
crafts excluded. 

No admission fee is charged to 
spectators, but the Association 
will be grateful if people wishing 
to take photographs of displays 
will consult an attendant first. 


Road Run Scheduled 


The Fourth Annual Covered 
Bridge Festival 10 Mile Road Run 
will be held October 15, 1977. 
Starting time will be 8:00 a.m. at 
the Mansfield Roller Mill, Mans- 
field, Indiana. 

Last year 101 runners ran the 
scenic 10-mile hilly course with 
Duane Gaston being the winner in 
51 minutes, 33 seconds. Ray 
Sears, 69-year-old world class 
runner, ran the course in 70:09. 
The oldest runner was 75 and the 
youngest was 10 years old. 

There will be 42 awards 
presented in age groups, 
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including girls 18 and under and 
women. Certificates and race 
results will be mailed to all 
finishers. 

The race is being sponsored by 
the Wabash Valley Pacemakers 
with contributing sponsors of 
Rockville and Mansfield. Those 
interested in obtaining an entry 
form should send a self- 
addressed stamped envelope to 
Robert C. Lemont, RR 3, Box 94, 
Rockville, Indiana 47872. 


Drive Safely 
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Guenette, Kankakee, Ilinois. 
Besides winning a prize in our 
1976 Contest, ‘“‘Abandoned”’ also 
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example of the photographic 
subject matter to be found along 
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“ABANDONED” by LaVerne gained prizes and honors in many the quiet back roads of Parke 
is a fine Countv. 


Festival Photography Exhibit 
Getting Bigger Each Year 


First-time visitors to the 
Covered Bridge Festival are 
always amazed at the size and 
quality of the Photography 
Exhibit ‘on view in the basement 
of the“ Presbyterian Church, 
southwest corner of the Square in 
Rockville. Like the Festival itself, 
the Photography Contest and 
Exhibition came from very 
modest beginnings. During the 
third Festival a few photographs 
were exhibited in the courthouse, 
along with paintings and draw- 
ings by local artists. More photo- 
gtaphers asked to have their 
pictures included, then the 
competitive feature with judging 
and awards was added, and now 
our Photography Exhibit has 
become one of the better-known 
salons inthe Midwest. Entries 
have been received from the East 
Coast, the West Coast, and just 
about every state in between. 


Anyone Can Enter 


The Parke County Camera 
Club, sponsors and managers of 
the Exhibit, believes that 
photography should be fun, and 
accordingly, the Contest is open 
to anyone regardless of age, no 
restrictions as to photographic 
experience or background. The 
only qualification is that the 
picture be taken in Parke County, 
any subject, any time of the year, 
any year. There are three 
techniques in the Contest: color 
slides, black and white prints and 
color prints. Pictures and slides 
can be entered in four categories: 
Scenic, People, Nature, Miscel- 
laneous. 

Actually, Parke County is a 
photographer’s happy hunting 
ground throughout the year, not 
just during 
October. Winter, summer, spring 
or fall, the pictures are always 
there in Parke County—the 
Maple Fair at the end of 
February, Billie Creek Village 
with the regular demonstrations 
of arts and crafts of another time, 
steam threshing days, rail- 
splitting contests, Civil War 
Days, special activities in other 
areas of the county—all these 
plus marvelous scenery, un- 
spoiled nature, friendly people 
and much, much more than just 
our famous covered bridges are 
all there for the photographer in 
Parke County. 


Judging The Contest 


The first organized activity of 
the Twenty-first Annual Covered 
Bridge Festival will be the 
Judging of the Photography 


the Festival ir- 


Contest and Exhibition on 
Saturday, October 8, 1977, 
starting at 11:00 p.m. in the 
basement of the Presbyterian 
Church, southwest corner of the 
square, Rockville. There is no 
admission charge for this event 
and visitors are most welcome. By 
the time the Festival opens 
Officially the following Friday, 
October 14, the prints will be 
mounted on the display boards 
and the slides, winners and 
others, organized for projection. 

During the Festival, October 
14-23, the Exhibit in the 
basement of the Presbyterian 
Church will be open at posted 
hours and members of the 
Camera Club will be available to 
answer questions and be of 
service to Festival visitors. There 
will be no admission charge at 
any time. Judges for the 1977 
Contest will be members of the 
Parke County Camera Club plus 
several very well-qualified guest 
judges, including Walter Mc- 
Kechnie of Lansing, Illinois, 
member of Three H Camera Club 
and the top color printmaker of 
the Chicago Area Camera Clubs 
Association, 1976-77. 

Information may be obtained 
by writing Parke County Camera 
Club, P.O. Box 14, Rockville, IN. 
47872. For those wanting to enter 
the 1978 Contest request forms 
are available at the Photography 
Exhibit or by writing to the 
Camera Club. 

Come to the 21st Annual Parke 
County Covered Bridge Festi- 
val—and bring your camera and 
plenty of film so that you, too, can 
participate in the 1978 Festival 
Photography Contest. 


Spring Photography Workshop 


In response to requests from 
ndividuals and camera clubs, the 
Parke County Camera Club is 
developing plans for a weekend 
photographic workshop in Parke 
County in April, 1978 or early in 
May. The event is planned for the 
period when the redbud and 
dogwood are in bloom, plus the 
beautiful and abundant spring 
flowers that appear in our woods. 

Besides the challenging beauty 
of the spring blossoms, there are 
the many covered bridges, 
meandering creeks, round barns, 
grist mills, waterfalls over 
millpond dams, old houses, 
winding roads, and quite literally, 
something for every photo- 
grapher. Field trips will be in 
small groups, (12 to 15) 
accompanied by an expert nature 
photographer who also knows the 


countryside and the best scenic 
locations. In addition to the field 
trips, there will be some indoor 
technical meetings plus a number 
of informal ‘‘How-To”’ seminars. 
Slide shows and other evening 
activities are also being planned. 

Full details and costs will be 
available late January or early 
February, 1978. To be sure to 
receive complete information and 
application for housing or camper 
reservations, please write to the 
Parke County Camera Club, 
Spring Workshop, P.O. Box 14, 
Rockville, IN 47872. We would 
appreciate it if you would include 
a large (#10) self-addressed, 
stamped envelope with your 


Stay With 
A Parke 


Countian 


By the time you have received 
this copy of the COVERED 
BRIDGE COURIER, all rooms in 
the motels and hotels in Rockville 
will have been reserved for the 
Covered Bridge Festival. 

However, for the convenience 
of our guests who wish 
accommodations in rooms in 
private homes, in town or on 
farms, a reservation service is 
provided at the registration desk 
in the Festival Information Booth. 

Pleasant, comfortable rooms 
are available and they are 
sensibly priced. 

Mrs. Keith Pickett is in charge 
of this free scheduling service and 
will have a listing of rooms with a 
description of the accommoda- 
tions. Advance reservations may 
be made by filling out this coupon 
and mailing—the earlier the 
better. 

This year, an advance payment 
of $5 must be mailed in with the 
coupon below and it will be 
applied on the cost of the room or 
rooms when settlement is made. 
This is necessary because too 
many people make and receive 
reservations and do not come. If 
cancellation of your reservation is 
made a week before the festival 
opens, your advance payment will 
be refunded. 

Your reservation will be 
confirmed by mail until one week 
before the Festival opens. 
Otherwise, pick it up on arrival. 


Hymn Sing Is A 
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Festival Tradition 


For early risers, one of the most 
delightful features of the Covered 
Bridge Festival is the Sunday 
morning Hymn Sing at 7:30. The 
Parke County Ministerial Associ- 
ation sponsors the service and 
arranges the program. 

The non-denominational ser- 
vice is held on the south lawn of 
the courthouse or just across the 
street to the west in the 
Presbyterian Church parlors. 

Many of our Festival guests 
like to attend a religious service in 
addition to the Hymn Sing on 
Sunday mornings. 

Of course, there are churches 
in all of thé’ towns of the county, 
but part of the charm of Parke 
County is its large number of 
rural churches which serve as 
spiritual headquarters of their 
neighborhood. 

The following listing shows 
Protestant and Catholic churches 
of the county with the times of 
services. 

ROCKVILLE. Assembly of God 
(9:30 a.m.; 10:30 a.m.; 7:30 p.m.) 
Christian Church (8:15 a.m.; 
10:30 a.m.; 7 p.m.) Christian 
Science (11 a.m.) Church of 
Nazarene (9:30 a.m.; 10:30 a.m.; 
7 p.m.) First Baptist (9:30 a.m.; 
10:30 a.m.; 7 p.m.) Memorial 
Presbyterian (9:30 a.m.; 10:45 


a.m.) United Methodist (worship 
service, 8:00 a.m. and 10:35 a.m., 
church school 9:30 a.m.) United 
Pentecostal (10 a.m.; 11 a.m,; 
7:30 p.m.) Catholic (Saturday 
4:00 p.m.; 5:30 p.m.; Sunday 8:00 
a.m.; 11:00 a.m. Confession 
Saturday and Sunday 3:15 - 
3:50—20 minutes before other 
Masses. 

BLOOMINGDALE. Friends 
Church (9:30 a.m.; 10:30 a.m.) 
Christian Church (9:30 a.m.; 
10:30 a.m.) United Methodist 
(9:30 a.m.; 10:45 a.m.) 

MARSHALL. Federated 
Church (9:30 a.m.; 10:30 a.m.) 
Baptist (10 a.m.; 10:50 a.m.) 

MECCA. Christian (9:30 a.m.; 
10:30 a.m.) Wesleyan Church 
(9:30 a.m.; 10:30 a.m.; 7:30 p.m.) 

MONTEZUMA. Christian (9:30 
a.m.; 10:30 a.m.; 7 p.m.) Church 
of Nazarene (9:30 a.m.; 10:30 
a.m.; 7:30 p.m.) First Presby- 
terian (9:30 a.m.; 10:40 a.m.) 
Catholic (Sunday 9:30 a.m.) 

BRIDGETON. Baptist (10 a.m.; 
11 a.m.) United Methodist (9:45 
a.m.; 10:45 a.m.) 

ROSEDALE. Assembly of God 
(9:30 a.m.; 10:30 a.m.; 7:30 p.m.) 
Christian Fellowship (9:30 a.m.; 
10:45 a.m.; 7:30 p.m.) Baptist 
(9:30 a.m.; 10:30 a.m.) United 
Methodist (9:30 a.m.; 10:30 p.m.) 


Have A Short Rest! 


There is no finer example of the 
voluntary cooperation of Parke 
County citizens in preparing for 
and participating as hosts in the 
Covered Bridge Festival and 
Maple Fair than that of the Parke 
County Senior Citizens Club. You 
can well imagine what a 
tremendous job it is to paste the 
mailing address labels on 60,000 
COVERED BRIDGE COURIERS 
and tie them in bundles for cities 
and towns all over the United 
States. 

A corps of Senior Citizens 
perform this tedious service 
and—you guessed—they have a 
lot of fun doing it. And at the 
Maple Fair they make the 
thousands of patties of whole hog 
sausage which are served at the 
pancake meal. 

Some people think the happiest 
folks at the Festival are to be 
found at the Senior Citizens 
HAVE-A-REST TENT. Parke 
County has a Senior Citizens Club 
that knows how to have a good 
time and has also demonstrated 
many times that it knows how to 


take hold of a project and make 
things move. At the HAVE-A- 
REST tent they do both. 

A daily feature in the tent is a 
devotional period led by members 
of the Parke County Ministerial 
Association. You can join in 
singing your favorite old hymns 
with accompaniment on an old 
organ. 

During the year members find 
time to plan for the Festival and 
when October rolls around they 
are ready with a hearty welcome, 
interesting exhibits and little 
programs now and then—usually 
with guests participating. Com- 
fortable chairs are plentiful, tall 
tales are swapped and members 
of other similar groups as well as 
non-affiliated oldsters go away 
with that heart-warming feeling 
of having made pleasant new 
friends. 

Everyone, regardless of age, is 
welcome at the HAVE-A-REST 
TENT on the south courthouse 
lawn and there will be a free cup 
of coffee for all guests. 


LODGING IN PRIVATE HOMES 


Number in party. No. of women esr 


No. of TON ees DOYS pages 


girls Se 


No. of beds needed for above children een 


Preference: In town, 


On farm 


(All accommodations are in modern homes) 


Date of arrival 


Approximate hour of arrival 


Special considerations: 


Dog No stairs___ Other 


Date of leaving 


Wheelchair Baby „u 


Advance payment of $5.00 is enclosed 


Mail To: Mrs. Keith Pickett 


502 S. Market Street 
Rockville, Indiana 47872 


PHONE: (317) 569-5679 


Cheer 


One of the highlights of each 
Covered Bridge Festival since 
1971 has been the melodramas 
presented on the stage at the 
Rockville Theater by the Parke 
Players. 

Again this year, this outstand- 
ing group of local amateurs is 
offering another fine ‘‘mello- 
drayma"’ from the ‘‘good ole 
days." A total of eight 
performances will be given 
including matinee performances 
on each of the two Saturdays of 
the Festival. 

The Parke Players are de- 
lighted to once again present a 
Gay Nineties melodrama, this one 
a farce in thirteen scenes. 
The play’s title is ‘Bad Day at 
Gopher’s Breath,” and, as an 
additional bonus, is of the popular 
western variety. 

The story describes the inept 


**Hole-in-the-Floor’’ gang and 
their notorious leader, one 
Rawhide Rawlins, in their 


bungling attempt to burgle the 
guard in the famous Clutzmeyer 
Safe. The sneaky sheriff. Amos 
Crutchwaffle, also has plans to 
obtain the loot, to escape the 
clutches of Fat Jack Caldwell, the 
most feared man in the West. 
Riddled with all the time-worn 
cliches that constitute a comical 


The Heroes 


Breath becomes a 
bank robberies, 
temperance demonstrations, 
shoot outs, show downs, true 
love, and the wrath of a woman 
scorned. Leaving no stone 
unturned, “A Bad Day at 
Gopher’s Breath" is a western 
that goes one stop beyond having 
something for everyone. 

Both matinees will be pre- 


Gopher’s 
setting for 


THE COVERED BRIDGE COURIER 


And Hiss 
The Villains At Melodrama 


overkill of the classic Western, 


sented at 4:00 p.m. and evening 
performances will be at 8:00. All 
admissions will be $2.00 and 
doors will be open 30 minutes 
before curtain time. There are no 
reserved seats, but advance 
tickets may be bought by using 
the coupon below. No tickets will 
be mailed, but will be held at the 
box office until 5:00 of the 
evening specified or 2:00 for 
matinees. 


Shuttle Wagons To 
Make Life Easier 


Shuttle wagon service will be 
available during the Covered 
Bridge Festival from the square 
in Rockville to Billie Creek 
Village. Pick up points for 
passengers will be: 

BILLIE CREEK VILLAGE - South 
entrance leave on hour. 
SQUARE IN ROCKVILLE - Leave 
on the half-hour. 

Shuttle wagon service will be 
available starting at 9:00 a.m. 
until 5:00 p.m. 

Free parking is available at 
Billie Creek Village. All visitors 
are urged to utilize free parking 


spaces in Rockville to avoid the 
congestion around the square in 
Rockville. There are areas posted 
where parking is NOT permitted. 

Members of the Parke County 
Sheriff's Department, Rockville 
Town Police, and State Police will 
be on duty on both US 36 and 41 
to speed the flow of traffic and to 
assist motorists in every way 
possible. 

All charter buses will be 
directed to the vacant lot one and 
a half blocks north of the 
northeast corner of the court- 
house square where passengers 
will depart and load during their 
visit to the Festival. 


There is a bonus offer for riding 
the shuttle wagon to Billie Creek 
Village. A SO cent reduction in 
admission to the village for adults 
is available for those buying 
round trip shuttle rides. 


For Campers 


Parke County's three state 
parks—Turkey Run, Raccoon 
Lake, and The Shades—and the 
county park at Rockville Lake all 
have good campgrounds and are 
open throughout the Covered 
Bridge Festival. Reservations are 
accepted by all of the parks. 

At Festival time only, camping 
is permitted at the Family 
Drive-In Theater area at the north 
edge of Rockville, and at the 4-H 
Fairgrounds located 1'% miles 
north of Rockville on US 41. 
Water and primitive facilities are 
available and a limited number of 
hookups. 

There are several town parks in 
the county, and also several 
private campgrounds. 

If you wish to contact the 
Tourist Information Center, Box 
165, Rockville, Indiana 47872, 
there is a listing of the various 
public and private campgrounds 
of Parke County, available for the 
asking. 


‘Then And Now In 
Parke County’ 


On both Friday evenings and 
on Monday evening of the 
Covered Bridge Festival at 8:00 
p-m. in the Ritz Theater in 
Rockville, Leon Lawrence of 
Chicago and Rockville will give 
his famous color slide lecture 
which this year is titled ‘‘Then 
and Now in Parke County.’’ In the 
early days (there has been a slide 
lecture at..every. Festival) the 
lecture was free, but after the 
attendance became so large we 
had to hold the lecture in the 
theater and a modest fee of $1.00 
had to be charged for children 
and adults. In all sincerity, we can 
assure you that there is nothing in 
connection with the Festival from 
which you will get more for your 
monev. 


The Lawrences divide their 


time between their Chicago home 
and their house in Rockville. Over 
the years Mr. Lawrence has taken 
thousands of color pictures of 
Parke County’s covered bridges 
and scenery at all times of the 
year. He has recorded the history 
of the Covered Bridge Festival. 
Maple Fair and Billie Creek 
Village as well as special 
incidents such as the moving of 
the Portland Mills Bridge. His 
narrative is chatty, full of facts 
and history and amusing inci- 
dents. His wife, Charlotte, assists 
him in the selection of the 
pictures as well as in the 
organization of the show and the 
narrative. 


While Mr. Lawrence is an 
amateur photographer, his work 
ranks well with the professionals. 
He is so enthusiastic about his 
hobby that he organized the 
Parke County Camera Club which 
has many out of county members 
and he served as its president for 
several years. He also is the 
originator of the Covered Bridge 
Festival Photography Contest and 
Exhibit and serves as its co-chair- 
man. He is a member of the 
Photographic Society of America. 

Each year the Lawrences 
change the theme of their show 
and include new pictures and 
sequences. This year’s show, 
called ‘‘Then and Now In Parke 
County,” will tie-in historical 
events with the building of the 
bridges. 


iiss 


Historical Museum 


Now 4 Years Old 


The Parke County Historical 
Museum is preparing to celebrate 
its fourth anniversary at its 
present location, 503 West Ohio 
Street (US-36) in Rockville. After 
first renting the building, on May 
6, 1976, the building was 
purchased by the Parke County 
Historical Society as the first 
permanent home for the society 
and museum. 

The building - the Parke 
County Seminary - was built in 
1839 by public subscription and 
first served as a school for white 
children, then later as a school for 
black children. During the Civil 
War, it was used as an armory. 
The land on which the museum 
now stands was part of the 
original land owned in 1823 by 
Andrew Ray and donated to the 
town of Rockville. It was platted 
into lots and sold to pioneers in 
1836. 

The purpose of the museum is 
to collect, preserve, cherish and 
exhibit the things our ancestors 
used and lived by. The museum is 
a come and see, wander around 
and touch place that shows and 
tells how early residents looked 
and lived. It is an attraction for 
county residents as well as 
tourists and out of town visitors. 
Schoo! classes and civic groups 
have found pleasure and interest 
in the museum as an educational 
and cultural asset to Parke 
County. 

Gifts and souvenir items for 
sale at the museum range from 
quilt and sunbonnet patterns, 
pictures, prints, and wall 
plaques, cook books, paraffin 
greeting card balls, crocheted 
items, rocks and fossils, Parke 
County pottery, jewelry, leaded 
glass window hangings, and other 
handmade items donated or 
consigned by friends of the 
museum. The sale of the gift and 
souvenir items helps defray the 
cost of the operation and 
maintenance of the museum. 
Bequests, legacies, ~devises, 
transfers, and gifts are en- 
couraged and are deductible for 
Federal estate and gift tax 
purposes. The society will provide 
receipts for all such donations so 
that each donor will be able to 


substantiate the IRS tax deduc- 
tion. : 

The museum is open from 1 to 4 
p.m. each Saturday and Sunday. 
During the Covered Bridge 
Festival, October 14-23, 1977, it 
will be open each day from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Admission is free. 


Poetry To 
Be Given 
This Year 


During each afternoon of the 
Covered Bridge Festival Jackie 
Kerr Loveali will present a 
program of country poetry. Jackie 
is a resident of Rockville and her 
ancestry dates back to 1816 when 
her Great-great-grandfather Kerr 
entered land in Raccoon Town- 
ship, Parke County. Her Grand- 
father George Kerr owned and 
operated a general store in 
Bridgeton for many years. She is 
the wife of James J. (Jack) 
Loveall and mother of a daughter, 
Sally Newell of near Champaign, 
Illinois, and a son, G. Michael 
Loveall, an attorney at Franklin, 
Indiana. 

Mrs. Loveall has just com- 
pleted a book of poetry entitled 
“Acres of Memories” and her 
program will include much of this 
nostalgic poetry plus humorous 
events about the county she 
loves. 

In previous years Jackie has 
served as tour guide and her 
knowledge and wit make her a 
favorite. If you are old enough to 
remember the way it was, and 
young enough to want to learn 
about the time when the simple 
things meant the most, you will 
enjoy having fun with Jackie. 

Jackie will present her poetry at 
2:00 p.m. each day of the Festival. 
The town’s Community Hall will be 
the site for her 30-40 minute recital. 
This new program will offer festival 
visitors not only a different form of 
entertainment, but also an opportuni- 
ty to relax and enjoy Parke County 
hospitality. 


